Arabia is essentially a homogenous, desert environ ment and as such provokes a defined set of behav ioral responses, normally aggressive nomadism. This view embodies a master narrative based upon the Western reading of the Arabic paradigm of the Bedu and the Hadhar, or the Desert and the Sown. As formulated by Ibn Khaldun in the 14th century, this was a complex notion that sought to characterize the symbiotic relationship between urban and non-urban life. It operated on many levels: environmental, eco nomic, and spiritual. In the hands of Western ex plorers like Bell (1907) or Stark (1940) , it lost most of its heuristic complexity and was quickly reduced to a form of environmental determinism that con trasted a desert, with few obvious resources, to an agricultural landscape in which there is the potential for economic growth because of cereal production.
In this interpretation, conflict results because one landscape is less materially advantaged than the other. As the desert is perceived as environmentally static, these patterns of behavior are considered immutable. Recent archaeological research in the Near East has done much to overturn some of these perceptions (e.g., Banning 1986), but the belief that inhabitants of desert environments remain relatively unchanging in their adaptational behavior still per meates much research.
Related to these assumptions is a belief that any change in human behavior in desert environments must be allochthonous in origin, more often than not coming from an imperial or economic center. This view is crystallized by one side of the debate on the origin of oasis polities in the Hijaz of northwestern Arabia. Archaeological research at Tayma, al-Ula, and Qurayya led Parr (1993) and others (Parr, Hard ing, and Dayton 1968-1969) to argue that during the Late Bronze and Iron Ages there were two discrete periods of flourishing oasis urbanism. Parr (1993) argued that the Late Bronze Age phenomenon was a direct result of Egyptian imperialism during the 19th and 20th Dynasties. Specifically, he argued that the Following a period of far-reaching intra-and inter regional trade (Cleuziou and Tosi 1994; 2000; Potts 1993c; 1993d; 1994) , settlement expansion (Cleu ziou 1982; 1996; Potts 1993b; 2000) , and craft spe cialization (David 1996; M?ry 2000) In the period known as the Iron Age II period (ca. 1000-600 b.c.), there was rapid settlement growth throughout southeastern Arabia (Magee 1999a; 2003) . For the first time in the region's prehistory, all major environmental zones were occupied ( fig. 1 ), includ ing coastal settlements like Tell Abraq (Potts 1990b; 1991) , desert settlements such as Muweilah (Magee 2004b) , and numerous inland piedmont settlements (e.g., al-Tikriti 2002; al-Tikriti and Haddou 2001; al-Tikriti, Haj, and Niyadi 2001; Boucharlat and Lombard 1985; C?rdoba 1998; 2002; C?rdoba and Man? Rodriguez 2000) . A uniform material culture comprising distinctive ceramics, softstone artifacts (Lombard 1982) , and bronze artifacts (Lombard 1984; 1985) has been recovered at all these sites. This was noted shortly after research began in this region (e.g.,
Boucharlat
1984), but the exact chronology of it has remained unclear. Presently, 14C dates are avail able from sites in all these regions, and they are in structive on the chronology and speed with which settlement intensification occurred (tables 1-3). The terminus post quern presented by many of these 14C dates is in agreement. They suggest that this process began sometime shortly after 1000 b.c. Presently, the Chronometrie data does not suggest that this settle ment intensification occurred first in any particular environmental zone even if, as discussed in more detail below, settlement in certain environmental regions benefited more directly from technological innovations.
As alluded to above, settlement intensification during the earlier Umm an-Nar period (ca. 2500 1900 B.c.) can, at least partly, be attributed to Mes opotamian and Indus trade with southeastern Arabia (Potts 1993a; 1993d) . This is indicated by numerous textual references to Magan (ancient Oman) and the export of its most important commodity, copper, that the land, which previously had been known as Magan but is now known as Qade, reenters the tex tual record (Potts 1985a; 1985b; 1986 As is well known, incense is only found in discrete areas of the Horn of Africa and southwestern Arabia (Groom 1981). In the latter region and elsewhere in the Near East (Barnett 1985; Wapnish 1981: 111;  cf. Har?n 1995), it is a rare and luxury commodity that was traded widely (see Finkelstein 1988; 1992) .
The combination of elite banqueting equipment and objects that may have been used in a religious context within these columned buildings provides evidence for increasing social and economic differ entiation, the likes of which are not previously at tested for southeastern Arabia.
The recovery of numerous large storage jars in the columned buildings at Rumeilah and Bida Bint Saud suggests that this emerging differentiation was linked in some way to maintaining economic order, most likely the distribution of water from a falaj or the cereals that resulted from falaj irrigation. distributed throughout the settlement. Cooking in stallations, such as tannours or clay ovens ( fig. 7) , are a common feature of these buildings, which most often face the courtyard. A madbhasa, or date press, the earliest yet documented in southeastern Arabia, was also located near the southern gateway ( fig. 8 ).
These buildings are comparable in every way to those suggesting that it is their use as pouring vessels, rather than whether they were imported or the prod uct of a specialized workshop, that gave them some The absence of stamp seals, which we hypothesize were used for the administration of agricultural prod ucts, is also important to note in this regard. Research and Lombard 1985) or Tell Abraq (Potts 1990b; 1991) , the only other contemporary settlements from which there are detailed ceramic data.
The recovery of imported and local metals con centrated in the columned building (Building II) implies that the control of some trade goods formed a key component in the existence of hierarchies at gin of much of the equipment and context for this banqueting ensured that these activities took place within a framework of parity between settlements.
No single settlement had a monopoly over any of these resources; rather their foreign nature ensured that they provided a "level playing field" for intra regional interaction, even if they ultimately were used to manifest local power. This economic and political system appears to have continued through the first few centuries of the first millennium b.c. in all the major environ ments of southeastern Arabia. 
